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PUBLIC Lictwur, 


SPECIAL MEETING The new executive met in Vancouver on May 2lst, when it was decided 
AUGUST? to hold the special meeting of the association in September. Since 

then it has been learned that Lady Tweedsmuir will probably be in 
British Columbia about the end of August, and it has been decided to invite her to be 
guest speaker at the conference. The exact date therefore is at present in the air. 
Members will receive due notice, together with copies of the resolutions that will 
come up for consideration. The conference is planned as an afternoon meeting, with 
luncheon at the Georgia Hotel. 


June - 1938 





COMMITTEES Committees and chairmen for the current year are as follows:- 
Aid to Library Association Mrs. A. Boyle, 1138 Burnaby St., Vancouver 
of China 
Bibliography Miss M. Wolfenden, Provincial Library, Victoria 


Certification of Librarians Miss M.J. Clay, Victoria Public Library 
Classification of A.L.A. Members Miss Julia C. Stockett, Vancouver Public Library 


Employment Miss Dorothy B. Kelly, U.B.C. Library 

Government ‘Documents Miss T.A. Pollock, Victoria Public Library 

Legislation Miss M.J. Clay, Victoria Public Library 

Membership Miss A.B. Berry, Vancouver Public Library 

Planning & Adult Education Miss Fannin,.U.B.C. Library «. -- . ; 

Provincial Aid Mr. E.S. Robinson, Vancouver Public Library 

Publicity Mr. C.K.Morison, Fraser Valley Union Library, Abbotsford 
OFFICERS AND Hon. President, Hon. Dr. G.M. Weir; President, Mr. E.S. Robinson; 


EXECUTIVE, 1938 Past President, Mr. C.K. Morison; Vice-President, Miss A.M. Smith; 
Secretary, Miss S. Shopland, Provincial Norma School, Vancouver; 
Treasurer, Miss J.M. Bramley; Members-at-large, Miss E. Green, Miss Muriel Page. 


PROVINCIAL AID A meeting of the Committee on Provincial Aid was held in Vancouver on 

June 18th, when it was decided to lay the full brief on provincial aid 
before the Provincial Government within a few days, so that there would be plenty of 
time for the necessary grants to be included in next year's estimates. The Union of 
British Columbia Municipalities is being asked again for its support. 


PUBLICITY A meeting of the Publicity Committee was held in Vancouver on the same 
day, when initial plans for the year's work were made. They include: 
news and longer articles for newspapers in Vancouver and wherever in the province news 
will be accepted that is fit to print; radio broadcasts by friends of the library; 
library broadcasts by libraries in various parts of the province, the first series to 
be given in the fall. One of the principal aims of the committee is to serve as a gen- 
eral clearing-house for library news throughout the province: news for the Bulletin, 
news and publicity for the newspapers. For this purpose the Publicity Committee 
Should be a committee of the whole association. It. is the opinion of the Executive 
that publicity is one of our greatest present needs: to make the public more aware of 
the value of the library service which some of the public now receives; of library 
service which is now available but only partially used; and of the benefits of library 
service to the thousands who do not as yet have it and who have not as yet made suf- 
ficient demand for it. Members of our association fully realize these needs, but we 
have too long and too carelessly taken it forgranted that a similar realization would 
seep ~- perhaps with "inevitable gradualmess"! -- into the minds of citizens and of 
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ltneir elected leaders at Victoria. We all have a big job in the ficld of cducating the 
|public in this respect, and until we can afford to pay some one person, as in other lib- 
irary organizations, to cducate the public to the value and necds of "the poor man's uni- 
iversity", the job will have to be a collective one. Please send in ideas and suggestions, 
inews and references to news and publicity material, "dividends", odd reference questions, 
lote., etc. 


\LADY TWEEDSMUIR, We give the full text of Lady Twecdsmuir's radio message sont from 
FRIEND OF THE London, England, to the Friends of the Library Luncheon at Kansas City, 
LIBRARY June 15th, 1938:- 





"It is a great pleasure to me to respond to the invitation to speak to the American Lib- 
rary Association. Librarians are very important people as they form the link between 

the world of readers and the books on the book shelf. But let no one imagine that lib- 
rarians are there just to hand out books wholesale to anyone who comes. We all know that 
the best kind of librarian is there to make the shy, and perhaps even unwilling, reader 
feel at home in the library. 


Libraries are also there, to my mind, to make the ordinary person in. the outside world 
realize a little, just what books can mean to those who love them; and what a new world 
can open to the reader who suddenly discovers the refreshment and joy which is to be 
found in the printed page, and what peace and beauty can lie between the worn covers of 
a small volume. Also to make the reader discover the beauty and richness of great minds 
throughout the agese- Also to point out the charms of those charming and quiet volumes 
which come out from time to time and which are apt to be submerged by the avalanche of 
dull and indifferent books which pour in thousands from the printing presses of every 
country in the world. 


Librarians are the guardians of ideas and mst see to it that those ideas which are best 
presented should not be ignored and lost. Not every man and woman born into this world 
possesses instinctive good taste in literature, and if they cannot choose wisely for 
themselves it is the librarian's function to help them to do so. Therefore the librar- 
ian's part in-literature is of paramount importance, as he or she holds the golden key 
to the great store-houses of knowledge. 


I myself have for nearly two years heen sending books to the people on the Canadian Prair- 
ies, especially to those areas where men and women have been for years facing drought 
conditions with unexampled courage and fortitude. I send books to groups of people who 
ask for them,and through the generosity of private friends in Canada and the U.S.A. and 
Great Britain; and the large-hearted generosity of many Canadian and British organizations 
and the Carnegie Foundation, I have been enabled in less than twe years to send out over 
seventeen thousand books. My scheme is called the Lady Tweedsmir Prairie Library 

Scheme, and my boxes of books are circulated from place to place. I also send children's 
books to the small Prairie schools, as I feel that all children should receive their 
birthright of the great classics of childhood. I ama great believer in bringing good 
literature to the doors of those who cannot easily obtain it for themselves and am 

struck by the excellence of the taste and the interest in technical and historical sub- 
jects displayed by those to whom my libraries are sent. 


I hope to continue this work while I am in Canada and shall take the keenest interest in 
the work of the American Library Association then and afterwards. I send you my best 
greetings and my best wishes for the continued value of your work. 
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| ADULT LEARNING To all those who are intcrested in adult cducation, beyond the con- 

i fines of the public library, we would like to recommend membership in 
the Canadian Association for Adult Education, with offices at 198 College St., Toronto. 

| Membership at $2.00 per year includes subscription to "Adult Learning", which will come 

} to your desk eight times a year as a drop of elixir to dissipate the drought of dessicat- 

ed educational and professional literature with which we are constantly and of necessity 

cursed. The director of the association is a man of a robust sense of humour, of wide 

experience in adult education, and yet happily free from educational petrification: in 

fact a counterpart of his neighbor and our good confrere in the library field, Angus 

| Mowat. An article in the May issue on "adult Education and Lobsters" is alone worth at 

least half the yearly subscription. 


POSTERS Perhaps not all of you have noticed on page 389 of the June number of 
the A.L.A. Bulletin, that it is now possible to procure from the H.W. 
Wilson Company (950-72 University Ave-, New York City), for the price of 90¢, a set of 
eight prizewinning posters, size 10::"xl4 3/4", giving some of the "visual education" 
about the library which we constantly want to thrust under the nose of the public. 


BRICKBATS -- The Publicity Committee will welcome criticism and suggestions for the 
NO BOUQUETS greater usefulness of the Bulletin. Better than brickbats, a few 


whole bricks to help build up this modest news sheet from the admirable 
beginning made last year. 


- PLAGIARISM Getting out a sheet like this is no picnic. If the editor prints 
jokes people say he is silly. If he doesn't, they say he is serious. 
If he clips items from other publications, he is too lazy to write them himself. If he 
doesn't, he is stuck on his own stuff. If he sticks close to the job all day, he ought 
to be out hunting news. If he does get out and try to hustle, he ought to be on the 
job in the office. If he makes a change in the other fellow's write-up, he is too 

_ critical. If he doesn't he is asleep. Now, like as not, some reader will say the edi- 
| tor swiped this from some other publication. He did. (With thanks to the Saranac 

Lake Study and Craft Guild.) 
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In these days of depression budgets -- as you were! recession budgets -- it is strictly 
_ against our principles to waste even a few lines of mimeograph stencil, so we will hunt 
' for more clippings:- 


Dividend for Lady Tweedsmuir: From a boy in the Canadian dust-bowl:- "Lady Tweedsmuir, 
Canada, Dear Sir: Please send me some books". 


"Don't be afraid of publicity. Librarians are probably like most people and when some 
things happen they want them kept out of the paper. Books are stolen or some trusted 
employee has pilfered cash. Don't worry too much about keeping them out of print. 
Adopt the attitude of movie stars and politicians and figure that any mention of your 
institution, be it good or bad, is better than being neglected. Besides most people 
have short memories and they forget the bad just as quickly as the good, but you are 
going to keep pounding on the good things for a long time...Unless some systematic at- 
tempt to develop publicity is made, libraries will continue to be outshone by the more 
Spectacular and more publicity-minded persons and organizations -- and it will be their 
own fault." (Roger Whitman , to members of the New York Library Association. 





